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I. Introduction: Explain the current state of affairs for trend. Make sure the trend represents a current public issue.
II. Body:  
A. Provide background about what has led to the current, problematic trend. Consider exploring causes or incorporate historical background.
B. Explain why the current issue matters. What is at stake, and for whom?
C. Explain the potential harmful effects of the trend.
D. Compare the current issue to another similar one from the past that readers will be familiar with; a comparison could focus on similarities or differences, depending on one’s opinion about the issue.
E. Explain different points of view about the trend.  How do different sides see the trend?  What do those who hold different opinions think should be done about the trend?
F. Explain an alternative position, which should be new and different from existing positions.
III. Conclusion:  Commentaries often end with speculation about the future. Commentators might end with answers to these questions:
A. What would the future look like if no action is taken?
B. What might it look like if people were to take action based on the position the commentary essay espouses? 

